SELECTIONS 


FROM THE 


VERNACULAR NEWSPAPERS 


PUBLISHED IN THE 


PUN AB, NORTH-WESTERN PROVINCES, OUDH, AND 
CENTRAL PROVINCES, 


- Received up to 8rd February, 1872. 


POLITICAL (DOMESTIC). 
‘Tar Aina-i-Aib-Numa-i-Hind, of the 6th January, notices 
the extortions practised on a. wood-seller, resident of Mouzah 
Dyan, inthe Lahore District, by police constable No. 125, posted 
at the police station adjoining the District Court.’ The particu- 
lars were these. The wood-seller, while making his way towards 
the city with eight. asses loaded with wood, passed by the police 
station, when the constable, after abusing him, threateningly 
asked him by what authority he had dared to walk up the street 
with his asses." The latter replied that as it was a public road, 
there was free permission to pass on it, at which the constable, - 
in an angry manner, told him that he had express orders from 
tle Treasury Officer to despatch to Court all persons whose > 
asses might be found walking on the street, and would not let 
him go unpunished, unless he gave him one assload of wood as 
the price of his liberty.. The poor man was obliged to comply. 
with the exorbitant demand, and departed. The ‘editor sets 
up the incident as an instance of the oppressions practised on 
the people by police employés of an inferior rank, and thinks 
that due punishment should be inflicted by the head of the 
police’on the constable in fault ino ‘order to give Lenten to 
others, : 


A éorespondent of the Rohilkhund Akhbdr, of the same dada 
complains that “copies of the decisions of the High Court in 
Urdu, which are issued from the Allahabad Government Press, 
are published long after deed and are ‘incomplete, the decisions’ 
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in criminal cases being entirely excluded from them. The 
English copies contain decisions both in civil and criminal 
cases, and are published within three months from the date of 
the decision, and are, therefore, made much use of by Govern- 
ment officers, pleaders, and other persons knowing English. 
The writer thinks it extremely unjust that the students of Urdu 
should be deprived of similar advantages. While, with the 
exception of a few numbers, the English copies for 1871 are 
all ready by this time, the Urdu translations have only been 
published up to March, 1870. In other words, the numbers for 


more than one year are now due. The attention of Govern- 
ment is invited to the matter. 


The Agra Akhbdr of the 20th January, contrasts the useful- 
ness of thé late Sudder Dewany Adawiut with that of the High 
Court of Judicature which supplies its place. The writer has 
no hesitation in giving a decided preference to the former: 
It is remarked that the Sudder Dewany Adawlut was far supe> 
rior to the High Court, and its procedure moré approved arid 
satisfactory in the estimation of the public than that of the 
latter. It was composed of the élite of the Indian Civil Ser- 
vice, whe, though they might be inferior to barristers of the 
Enplish Inns of Court in Jurisprudence, were probably equal 
to them in wisdom and ability, and certainly far superior in 
their acquaintance with the manners and customs of the natives 
of India, which last isan essential requirementin a court where, 
after all the stages of legal procedure have been completed in 
the subordinate courts, subtle and minute points connected 
with ‘cases have to be discovered by the aid of a discerning: 
mind assisted by local knowledge and experience. Amother 
pointin which the officers of the Sudder Dewany. Adawlut ware 
superior tothe Judges of the High Court was a knowledge of 

the vernacular, by means of which they could fully understand: 
all the papers of the whole procedure connected. with, a GAse, 
withoné:the aid/of ‘an, interpreter, and could make much use 
both.of documentary andoralevidence. This is farfrom being: 
the case with the High Court Judges, who depend. entirely. 
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on the Government advoeate or interpreter forthe explanation 
of casés, ‘These latter, in their turn, have generally stich an 
imperfect knowledge of the vernacular and its idioms that it is 
impossible for them to avoid being imposed upon by cunning 
and deeeitful mookhtars and mohurrirs, and other self-inte- 
rested. persons, who, for the sake of their own gain, strive to 
make out the false to be true, and vice versd. The result is 
that the court, as well as its honorable judges, and well quali- 


fied advoeates, have incurred blame and discredit, to which if 


is owing that the —_— of cases lodged i in the éourt is con- 
stantly diminishing. 


The same paper notiess with mean the epinion expressed 
by M. Thiers at a meeting of the National Assembly recently 
held at Paris, in order to discuss the propriety of levying an 
jneome-tax in France, which was decidedly against the mea- 
sure; and suggests that the views of M,; Thiers.should also be 
followed by the Government of India. It is remarked that 
the tax, though it may seem to be a means of replenishing the 
Government Treasury; is extremely obnoxious. It has pro- 
duced great disaffection in the minds of the people towards the 
Government, and on account of being assessed in an unlawful 
way, is felt oppressive even by the few among them who can 
afford to pay it. Subordinate officers who raise niuch money 
from the tax are praised for their karguzérf by their supe- 
riors, and, such being the case, can it be wondered at that they 
practise the greatest. oppression and extortion in assessing it ? 
It has come to the writer’s notice that in some districts tehseel- 
dars who fell somewhat short in the amount they were expected 
to raise from their pergunnahs, were reproached by the Collec- 
tors for their shortcomin g- 


~ The Rohkitkhund Akhbar, of the same date, has an article on 
the be holidays allowed in the Revenue Courts. Ht is remarked 


that for some yeats past these holidays have been so distributed 
that both Hindoos and Musalmanis stiffer inconvenience in the 


performatice of their réligious rites. Not that the total num- 
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ber of holidays has been reduced. The fault lies in the reduc- 
tion in the number of important Hindoo holidays, and_ the 
substitution of others in their stead, viz., the twelve holidays on 
account of the last Saturday in each month, and the seven days 
Christmas holiday given in addition to that of two days formerly 
allowed. This arrangement is injurious rather than beneficial 
to Hindoos and Musalmans, who chiefly compose the staff of 
the public offices, while the reduction in the number of holidays 
formerly allowed for observing religious festivals interferes with 
their being celebrated as they oughtto be. The new holidays 
instead of being a boon have proved a bane to them. So far from 
being allowed to make use of them, the poor officials have to work 
harder and longer than usual on the last Saturday of the month 
_as well as during the Christmas holidays, -the former. being 
taken up in the preparation of the monthly, and the latter -in 
that of the yearly, returns and other public papers. To add 
to their misfortune, the recent reductions in the: Revenue 
Courts have considerably increased their work. -The writer 
_ thinks it a great pity that for all their pains they should not 
even be allowed the holidays which are indispensably necessary - 
for keeping religious festivals. He would suggest the dis- 
continuance of the nineteen days’ holidays above referred to, 
and the addition, in their place, of two days in each of the — 
Holee and Dewalee holidays, of one day in the Junum Ushtmee 
and Sheoratree, and of five and eight days, — in 
the Dusserah and Kartikee Fair holidays. 


In its column of local news, the same paper reports the 
_ plundering of a marriage party, which was passing from 
Anoopshuhur (Boolundshuhur) to Rampore, at a distance of 
five kos from Chundousee. Major Dennehy, District Superin- 
tendent of Police, on becoming aware of the occurence, went to 
the spot to make inquiries, but no trace of the thieves or the | 
property stolen was found. 

_ The Urdé Akhbdr, of the-24th January,. reports the. prevas 
lence of thefts and dacoities in Purneah (Bengal). Notwith- 
standing the precautions.taken by Major Wynch, District 
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Superintendent of Police, for checking them by posting polive 
guards at different places, at intervals of three kos, the number: 

of cases is none the less. Only recently (15th January) a dak: 
carriage, conveying a captain, which came from Kishungunj, 
had scarcely proceeded three kos when .it was attacked by a 
gang of dacoits, who inflicted such severe blows on the Captain 
and another man named Nujjoo Khan as to incapacitate them 
from going further and compel them to lie where they were the. 
whole night, and then made off with all the property they could 
get. The district authorities , on being informed of what had 
happened in the morning, made for the spot, and a search is 
being made after the thieves. The correspondent remarks 
that in the time of .the late District Superintendent of Police 
cases of this kind were rare. The present Superintendent is 
inexperienced i in such matters, and has dismissed old police 
employés and appointed new men in their place. Hence all 
these complaints of thefts and dacoities. 


The Kavi Vachan Sudha, of the 25th J anuary, Ka the 
‘municipality of Benares for suffering the Boola Nala to remain 
full of filth. On account of its being broken in several places, 
_ and opened by the coolies at work without being again covered, 

a most offensive smell is spread from it all around. The Kavi 
Vachan Sudh& office is so poisoned wtih this smell that it is 
exceedingly painful for any one to sit there. It cannot be 
denied that this is owing to a conduit being in the course of 
construction near the nala, but that is no reason why the filth 
should remain pent up. The sewage has already begun to flow 
up the street, and, unless it is removed, will run over the 


floors of the peoples’ houses, when there will be no end’ to 
their troubles. 


The same paper asserts that the heavy rain which fell at 
J ounpore from the 1st to the 4th January caused much injury. 
The glazed apartments of the: Raja of Jounpore were cracked 
on all sides, and the greater part of the property in them was 
destroyed. Moreover, the roof a.room of the Magistrate’s 
court fell in, and two or three of the villages situated at ile 
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bank of the-Goorhtee were flooded. These calamities have led. 

the bad characters of the city to give out that towards the close. 
of the month a terrible earthquake will meee: , through the . 
effects of which the world will be destroyed. 


The Urdu Delhi Gazette, of the27th J anuary, learns from 
a correspondent at Ghazeepore that a serious éase of hi ghway 
robbery happened there on the 16th idem. “The particulars 
were these. A person who left his home for a village with a 
purse of Rs. 1,000 was benighted on the road, and put up at 
a friend’s house. In the morning when he started ‘on ‘the 
journey after counting his money, a party of thieves, who saw 
him doing so, followed him, and at sunset, when he had only 
one mile more to travel to reach his destination, surrounded 
him and made off with the purse. Through the exertions of 


the police seven persons. have been eaten and brought to 
Ghazeepore. 


Two cases of bucglery are es stated to hisies happened in 


the civil station. No trace of the thieves or the | Property 
stolen has yet been found. 


The Koh-i-Mir, of the same date, reports the plundering 
of a camel dak-gharry at Doda, a place in the territory of 
the Maharajah of Jeypore. Sixteen men were wounded, of 
whom four gre said to have died, and property worth Rs. 10,000 
was stolen, Thespot where the occurrence took place was on. 
the Ajmere and Agra Road. The writer hopes that the Ma- 
harajah, who is famous among the chiefs of Rajpootana for 
his good management, will use as zealous exertions in finding 


out the thieves as were made by the Maharajah of Puttiala 
in the Raikote murder case. 


The same paper reports the plundering, near Paniput, at 
10 p.m., of another dak-gharry, containing boxes of wine and 
other things, while on its way from Delhi to samen, One 
of the thieves was arrested, the rest having fled, _ i" 
-Uader the heading * Ghazeeabad, ”” the same paper notices 
the cruelty of the persons appointed to take the census on the 
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night of the 18th January, which has resulted in a serious case. 
‘A brahmin at Shahdera, who, on account of his decrepitude, 
was late in coming out of his house to give the information 
wanted, was struck such a. heavy blow with the fist. by one of 


the party that he instantly fell ani on. the ail The peers 
in fault. are under arrest. 


, j 


A Goojranwalla correspondent of the same. paper ‘asserts 
that thefts and burglaries are now 80 common in the city as: to 
make it appear that the thievesof the wholeof the Punjab have 
taken refuge —e. The ‘oo have toremain awake all: night 
long. ‘ 

Another correspondent of the game paper, writing from Am- 
ritsur, states. that the assessment. of the house-tax whieh is 
being imade in the city has caused general dissatisfaction. The 
reason given is that the tax is fixed without making inquiries 
from the people of the mohullas in which the houses are situ- 
ated, and consequently over-assessment'is the result, 


The Panjabé Athbér of the same date notices the oase of 
the fish contractor at Lahore versus a similar contractor .at 
Montgomery, recently lodged in the Court of the. Assistant 
Commissioner of Lahore. The particulars were these. The 
Montgomery contractor havin g collected a larger supply of 
fish than could be disposed of in that.town took some to La- 
hore, where there was great demand for them, and the price 
was also hi gh, : and had them sold.. The Lahore. contractor, on 
becoming aware of this . preferred a claim against: him for the 
recovery of damages to.the extent of Rs. 100, on the ground 
that, in consequence of his having secured the monopoly of the 
sale, the man had no right to sell his fish within his limits, 
and thereby cause him loss; and succeeded in obtaining a de- 
cree for Rs. 80 against the defendant. 


 The.editor’s. object j in. alluding to:the ease: is: to ee out: 
the impropriety;of nestnieting’ the: permission. for the sale:of 
articles of food to: particular individuals, which  is.a.source of 
great: inconvenience ‘and loss to.the people at large. Inthe 
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present instance, the Lahore contractor practises great op pres- 
sion on fishermen, and collects a héavy tax from them, those of 
them who bring the Ravee fish into the market being made 
to pay tax at the rate of eight annas per rupee on the amount 
realized from the sale; while others, who bring the Deek fish, 

or those caught in other districts, are charged at the rate of 
63 annas in the first, and 44 annas in the second case. This 
practice is highly distressing to. the people, and is felt severely 
by them. It is extremely unjust that the contractor should — 
be held entitled to share the hard-won earnings of hundreds 
of poor persons, and to claim damages in the event of a stranger 
coming to sell fish as in the case referred to, 


The Shola-i-Tér, of the 30th January, complains of the dis 
graceful state as regards cleanliness of the town of Misoulee, 
in’ the Nawabgunj (Barabunkee) District in Oudh. Heaps 
of dirt are collected in numerous places both in the interior 
and the vicinity of the town; the lanes abound with rubbish 
and fragments of bricks and stones; and sinks and sewers, 
full of dirty water, are to be met with everywhere; worst of 
all, pitshave been dug by sweepers in numerous p! aces within 
the inhabited area, in which filth is stored for manuring pur-— 
poses, and which constantly become deeper and deeper, as the 
sweepers, at the time of selling the manure, dig up earth with 
it. The lumberdars willingly allow the digging of the pits for 
the sake of the gain they make by the sale of the manure, and 
as for the gentlemen of the town, they are prevented through 
fear from objecting to the practice, even though they suffer 


great loss and inconvenience by having pits sunk near their 
houses. 


_ The writer goes on to say that the road from the Grand 
Trunk Road to the town, a distance of about one mile, .is in 


such a bad state as to be almost impassable. A buggy or car- 
‘Tiage cannot safely travel on it. ‘Lately when: some‘of the 
officials and other gentleman of: Cawnpore went to the place’ 
to take part'in the marriage of the daughters of Moulvie Syud 
Husun, an old inhabitant now residing at Cawnpore, they had; 
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to suffer the greatest inconvenience in travelling on the roads 
while Meer: Wajid Ali, pleader of the Oivil Court of Nawab-. 
gunj, had his chaise broken and barely escaped personal in-: 
jury. The writer regrets that the lumberdars of the place, 
who are wealthy and.are also members of the municipality, 
should. have grudged to lay out a smal sum of _— in om. 
ting the road in proper order. | 


The Matla~-Nir of the same date notices a. ee theft! 

which was recently committed in the city of Benares. A thief 
broke into the ‘house of Jankee, a person of the Bard clan, and,’ 
with a lighted candle in his hand, busied himself in stripping 
it of all that was of value in it, when the master of.the house, 
startléd from his sleep by the light of the candle falling on - 
his eyes, attacked the thief. At this the latter, who had taken: 
the precaution to place a basketful of flour near him, threw: 
a quantity of it into Jankee’s eyes, and before giving him time: 
to recover his senses struck a blow on his head with a club, and 
made off with ornaments, clothes, and other things valued in 
all at Re. 100. 
Another case of win is stated ‘ have happened at the 
house of ‘a woman of the Kunjur caste. Not finding any’ 
thing in the house, the thieves killed a goat, which was tied 
up before it, and took it away. 


The Benares Akhbér of the 1st February, , in ifs column 
of local news, reports that thefts and gambling are wey ad 
valent i in the city. 


‘The management of the Municipal Committee is censured 
as being faulty and causing great inconvenience to the people. 


The M dr-ul- Absar of the same date calls in question the, 
propriety of substituting Persian in place of Urduin the Courts, 
of Behar; a proposal which the Lieutenant-Governor of Ben- 
val is said to have in contemplation, and on the subject of which 
he is in communication with the High Court of Calcutta. It 
is reniarked that, as Persian is not the vernacular of the 
people of Behar, and is 4 language with which the generality, 
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of the people of India are quite unacquainted, there seems to be 

no reason why it should again be introduced into the ee 

after having been superseded by Urdu. ea wh! 
(EDUCATIONAL). 


A correspondent of the Aina-i-Aib-Numa-i-Hind, of thie Gih 
January, complains that in the Punjab Educational Depart- 
ment preferment goes by favour. The Director is blamed 
for being’ partial in the-selection of candidates for posts in his 
department, and for attaching much weight to the recommen- 
- dations of native gentlemen. Many imperfectly educated: 
persons have been appointed to posts for which they are utterly 
ynqualified. ,As instances of these, the writer mentions (1) 
Bishan Singh, who was at first appointed chief mohurrir on a 
salary of Rs. 80 per mensem, and subsequently head oriental 
teacher of the schools at Rohtuk and Jhung, on Rs. 60 monthly, 
although his knowledge of Persian is so poor that he can 
scarcely explain the meaning of a passage in the Gulistan; (2). 
Tasadduq Hoosain, who gets Rs, 45 per month ; (2) Moham- 
med Buksh, late teacher in the school at Jwala Mookhee, wha 
was lately dismissed on a charge of bribery, and has now been 
appointed to the school at Mooltan on the same pay. 


The Director is also found fault with for appointing two 
relatives of the serishtedar in his office, and for taking no notice 
of the unlawful practice adopted by Saadut Ali Khan of filling 
nearly all the posts in the Curator’s office with his ¢ own relations. 

The Agra Akhbér, of the 20th J anuary, takes exception 
to the appointment of Mr. J. G. Cordery, of the Civil Service, 
as Officiating Director of Public Instruction, Punj ab, during 
the absence on leave of Captain Holroyd. The nomination 
of a Civil Servant to the post, to the exclusion of the Officers 
of the Educational Department who had a right to succeed - 
to it, must have been highly discouraging to the latter. It was 
the universal belief in the Punj ab that Dr. Leitner would act 
for Captain Holroyd, while some were of « opinion that Mr. 
Alexander, Inspector of the Lahore Circle, would get the offi- 
clating appointment. No one eyer thought for a moment that 


( G3 
the selection would be made from quite a different line, as haa 
come to pass, to. the great: disappointment of Educational 
officers, who had naturally flattered, themselves with the hope 


of succeeding to the post. some day. or other. This hope was 


a preat ind ucement, to them. to. discharge the public duties 


entrusted to. them with zeal and energy. - The writer i is at a loss 
to. make out what Government has gained by the nomination. : 


Apart from the fact that Educational: officers, both on ac+ 
count of theirexperienceinthe department and popularity: with 


_ the natives, which Civil Servants cannot sufficiently gain, in 


consequence of being influenced with thouyhts of ambition, are, 
better fitted for the post of Director of Public Instruction, the 


latter have a thousand doors opened to them for promotion.: 
They can rise from the post of Assistant Magistrates to Gover-. 
norships, unlike .uncovenanted officers, who have only-a few. 
appointments thrown open for them. Accordingly, it would. 
be nothing: more than _— — if these » were > seb apart 


exclusively for them. 


The Shola-i- Tir, of the 30th: Ja anuary, #omarks ‘on: the 
impropriety of I imposing fines on students of schools. In many 
cases pupils paying two anias a ‘month have to pay a’ rupee, 


and ‘even more, in fines , which is highly discouraging to their 


parents, and compels them to withdraw their sons from the 


school. In the writer’s opinion, fines should not be imposed. 
- éxcept in ‘special cases, and corporal punishment might with 
advantage be stibstituted in their place, ‘especially in case of 
young boys, who fear the: rod more than a wade which affects 
thet parents rather than themselves. 


The Benares Akhbér, of the lat iin says that it is 
rumoured that the O ollege Department: of the Benares C ollege 
will be removed to Allahabad in June next, in order to be 
amalgamated with the proposed All ahabad University C ollege. 
The writer strongly condemns the measure, and remarks that, 
if it is carried out, the University College will be the cause of 
doing harm a of good. 
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- MISCELLANEOUS). 


% 


Tho Agra Akhbér, of the 20th January, publishes an 
abatract of an essay on the much-discussed question of inter- 
course between native and European officers, read at a recent 
meeting of the Debating Club at Azimgurh. The common 
complaints as to the disgrace which native visitors have to 
suffer in béing miade'to sit in the room set apart for menials 
till they are admitted to an interview; the surly behaviour of. 
the orderlies in. attendance at the officers’ bungalows, who, 
through covetous motives, refuse to give notice of their coming 
to their masters, and refuse to provide them with a seat, under 
various frivolous pretences ; and the cool courtesy with which 
the officers receive them, are brought prominently forward, 
and are stated to be the chief obstacles in the way of:a friendly 
and familiar communion between Natives and Europeans, 
Messrs. George Ricketts and Henry Keene, of the North- 
Western Provinces, are praised for having taken due notice of 
these. complaints. . The former, while Collector of Allahabad, 
happening to see a Native who came to see him give a rupee 
to one of bis orderlies, took measures to put an effective stop 
to the practice by causing the rupee to be perforated and set 
at the door where the man was detected taking it, and fixing 

a notice at the door, giving strict warning against the recur- 
renee of the abuse. Besides this precaution, a carpet was 
spread by the officer’s order in the verandah and a few chairs 
were placed there, on which all Natives who might be desirous 
of calling on him were at full liberty to take their seats acvord- 
ing to their rank. The time of attendance was from 8 to 10 
a.m. At about ten o'clock the officer came out to see the 
visitors, and in case of any of them having anything particu- 
lar to say, held converse with them in a special room. Mr. 
Keene adopted much the same practice. Ho set apart Sun- 
day in each week for seeing Native gentlemen. The examples 


of both these officers are set forth as well worthy of being 
imitated by their brother officers; 


The essayist also pointed out the desirability of European 
officers taking part in the literary meetings, as well as the 
mourning and festive assemblies of the natives. . 


- The Urdu Delhi Gazette, of:the 27th January, has been 
informed that the people at Bhownuggur (Bombay) propose 
raising a subscription among themselves and distributing it 
to poor and helpless persons in acknowledgment of the reco- 


very of His Royal — the Prince of Wiles from a fatal 
gickness.: - : >< ° ; 


The Benares Abie, of the 1st a Dlininey , pubishes two. 
prayers for the recovery of the Prince of. Walés, composed in 
Hindee verses of different forms of metre, by Pundit’ Raghu- 
nath Prasad, late Kotwal of Ben ares, and | now a prisoner in 
the Meerut Jail, on the occasion of His Royal Hi ghness’s. 
recent illness. ‘The-verses are indicative of the loyal feelings . 


‘of the author ‘towards his soverei gn and are prais ed b y the 
editor for. their hosuty. an 
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